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Abstract 
The relationship between learning and cultural identity has been on the agenda recently. Some positive correlations have been 
found out. Researchers like Eleuterio (1997) and Hoelscher (1999) observed that classrooms filled with teachers and students 
who share their cultural identities build trust and foster stronger relationships, which leads to student engagement, higher 
motivation and excitement about learning together. Education inevitably brings shifts, however, learners’ cultural identity plays a 
significant role in transmission of such values. What is more, the more challenging point for this study is the effect of cultural 
identity on informal learning. This study has been conducted with qualitative research techniques to explore possible links 
between cultural identity and learning for the Turkish Republic of Northern Cyprus (here after T.R.N.C) curriculum subjects. 
Focus group discussions will be the main data source. The researcher have started to have focus groups from previously decided 
schools with some pre-prepared questions with an aim of finding evidence of possible correlations between cultural identity and 
their learning generally. Possible links between areas of the curriculum and utilising learning strategies will be analysed. The 
focus groups include students from different backgrounds: Turkish Cypriot, Turkish, Russian, and Bulgarian etc. Discussions are 
underway with the selected research participants whereby the participants are asked some questions to find out their opinions 
about their cultural identity and possible motivational links to their learning in general. This study will also focus on how these 
young peoples’ ideas are socially constructed about learning and how their cultural identity is affected by other aspects such as 
gender, social class and parent’s education level. Four schools are identified and visits arranged for focus group discussions. 
Some initial data from the focus group discussions will be presented. 
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1. Introduction 
As a Turkish Cypriot and a teacher, I have observed so many learning problems so far. I was a student and I have 
been a teacher for a long time in North Cyprus. I can easily say that especially after the 1974 war, there have been a 
lot of cultural changes not only because of the effects of post colonialism and war but also globalism and 
technology. I know that there are different types of students in each class; therefore, teachers and educationists have 
been working on the best methods and approaches to lessen these differences while learning in order to engage all 
learners. These differences are sometimes individual and sometimes cultural. The question is how we can bridge the 
gap between students and utilise their learning. Unfortunately, a national identity is like a dream, we do not have a 
universal literacy, a single vernacular language, homogeneous culture or a national education system, as Hall and 
Gay (1996), and Anderson (1991) stated national identities are imagined communities. Thus, the need to understand 
this problematic dilemma of having culturally different students is an urge. If a step is taken in each class to utilise 
learning, cultural identity of each student should be taken into consideration since the impact of it might be higher on 
learning and teaching than expected. 
The cultural identity’s effect on learning has been a challenging research for me as a Cypriot teacher. Therefore, 
this research aims to examine the effect of cultural identity on learning maintenance among Turkish Cypriots and 
Turkish people who migrated to Cyprus after 1974. 
The study focused on these questions: 
 
1. Which cultural characteristics that Turkish Cypriots or Turkish identified affected 
learning positively 
2. Which cultural characteristics that Turkish Cypriots or Turkish identified affected 
learning negatively? 
3. Are there any strategies in place, which utilise such experiences in lessons? 
2. Methodology 
This study was conducted with qualitative research techniques to explore possible links between cultural identity 
and learning for the Turkish Republic of Northern Cyprus (here after T.R.N.C) curriculum subjects. Focus group 
discussions are the main data source. I started to devise focus groups from each school with pre-prepared questions 
with an aim of finding evidence of possible correlations between cultural identity and learning generally which are 
related to all areas of the curriculum. 
The focus groups include students from different backgrounds: Turkish Cypriot, Turkish, both or mixed 
(Bulgarian, Russian). Discussions have started to be carried out with the selected research participants whereby the 
participants are asked some questions to find out their opinions about their cultural identity and the link to their 
learning in general. 
The study has been set in 8 large mixed comprehensive schools form Nicosia, Morphou, Kyrenia and Famagusta 
in North Cyprus where students are from different cultures. 2 schools (1 vocational, 1 normal lycee) were selected 
from each location. The learning development of students is considered in this study by exploring their cultural 
identity differences and the effect of cultural characteristics on learning. So far two schools have been visited in 
Morphou, a school in Kyrenia and a school in Nicosia. 
3. Culture and Cultural Identity in Cyprus 
Identity formation is a long complicated process and is gradually developed in social surroundings. (Myers and 
Speight,1991). Cultural identity has been a term interpreted in different ways. Hall (1990) suggested that migration, 
diasporization and enclavization could be alternative adaptations of cultural identity and a kind of hybridity or 
ethnicity. ‘The term ethnicity acknowledges the place of history, language and culture in the construction of 
subjectivity and identity, as well as the fact that all discourse is placed, positioned, situated, and all knowledge is 
contextual.’ (Hall, 1990). Correlatively, since Cyprus has an important location In East Mediterranean, it has been a 
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subject to wars, negotiations and national discussions throughout the history and since 1974 era Turkish Cypriots 
have been exposed to different cultures and formed different identities without paying attention to their deployment. 
Ross et al (2011) found out that there are differences in the way in which young people identified themselves in 
Cyprus. Some said there is no difference in their identities; some said they were isolated because they came after 
1974. ‘There were acknowledged cultural differences.’  Also, in their studies they stated that Cypriots described 
themselves living on a small island and ‘ this was a significant factor in their sense of identity’ while some Turkish 
Cypriots talked about baby-land, which came out after 1974 intervention of Turkey ‘it was also suggested that the 
mainlanders might be slower to adapt to changing circumstances’. (Ross et al, 2011).  
Especially Turkish Cypriots have been in an ambiguous situation as they are citizens of a state which is not 
recognized by the European Union and living together with immigrants most of whom from Turkey, again not in the 
Union. However, since south side of Cyprus has become a European Union member, Turkish Cypriots’ interest to 
study further has increased. 
3.1. Cultural Identity Formation and Learning in North Cyprus 
The cultural construction of Turkish Cypriots has been changing for the last centuries due to conquers, wars and 
immigrations. Nevertheless, advanced developments and globalization are other factors contributing to this change. 
However, in the last 6 decades the main affect was the war in 1974. Today, Cyprus is a divided island between 
Turkish Cypriots and Greek Cypriot communities. Most Turkish Cypriots migrated to other villages and cities. 
Many Turkish people emigrated from Turkey as well after 1974. A new cultural era has started in each place, and 
survived until today. These changes have affected the cultural identity of both communities and their traditions. 
Ministry of Education and Culture tries to pilot different approaches to improve the education system without 
taking the cultural differences into consideration. The effect of 1974 conflicts and its consequences on the formation 
of cultural identity and its link to learning will be the theme of this research. It is hoped to provide information to be 
helpful in classes. 
4. Findings 
It can be said the immigration reasons of the students showed that in general have a positive effect on their 
education. They happily moved here because of job opportunities and having a better life style. These reasons 
increased their extrinsic motivation to study as they are in their saying ‘free’.   
However, would these reasons be enough to have positive effects on their education? The concept of a self-
fulfilling can be seen in the classes where students might find themselves negatively labelled. Some immigrant 
students expressed that they feel that they do not have a right to speak in class. However, when a classroom is open 
for exchanging ideas rather than suppressing, all students might benefit as the students who are from different 
cultural identities but minorities may feel that they have a place in that classroom and they have a right to make 
themselves heard and can develop their own their perspectives by improving their self esteem.  Other students can 
also benefit from these different perspectives and develop their knowledge. It is obviously can be seen that there are 
cultural identity differences, therefore, in order to ensure effective learning outcomes students and teachers should 
develop intercultural understanding. 
5. Conclusion 
It is very easy to realize the differences of cultural identity after both doing a research and teaching in 
classrooms.  I have developed my own perspectives about cultural identity.  After observing the students during 
focus group discussions, I saw clearly the individual differences found in the students who are culturally different. 
These cultural differences sometimes affected learning positively and sometimes negatively. However, some 
strategies should be put forward to increase the positive effects and decrease the negative effects. The strategies, 
which might utilise their learning, will be suggested in another research. 
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